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to see that all drinking and feeding utensils are thoroughly disinfected. The feed alley should be scrubbed and maintained in a clean condition. Accumulated manure piles should be removed and the floor of the barn scraped and cleansed.
CONTAGIOUS ABORTION OF CATTLE
Contagious abortion affects various farm animals, including swine and sheep, but only cattle will be considered in this chapter. Abortion disease exists wherever cows are raised. The losses are greatest in the dairy breeds, but its occurrence appears to be increasing among beef cattle. No disease of cattle presents so great a puzzle to the farmer and surely none causes greater anxiety and discouragement. The trouble usually comes out of a clear sky and strikes a herd which is apparently healthy. Few animals die. The losses are largely confined to a diminished calf crop, together with a large number of animals which are either very difficult to re-breed or totally sterile. To obtain a good idea of the disease one must consider the entire picture of the premature expulsion of a fetus, retained afterbirths, and subsequently barren cows. Epidemics of calf scours and pneumonia are sometimes associated with this disease. The whole train of events mentioned above will give the reader an idea of the situation in many herds. An outbreak of contagious abortion has been likened to a storm. It begins mildly enough the first season, with the loss of two or three calves. The next year the abortions may increase until all the calves are lost. Along with this there is considerable trouble with cows that fail to clean properly. Other animals may be difficult to settle with calf. After this, the losses may decrease for the next year or two and then everything may go smoothly until the next epidemic shows itself. While all this is taking place, the owner is the loser by the number of aborted calves and the resulting large percentage of barren cows. There is also a decrease in milk production.